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Moravian	  College	  Service,	  Support	  and	  Assistance	  Animal	  Policy	  for	  Residential	  Students	  

1/17/2016	  
	  	  
Moravian	  College	  is	  committed	  to	  complying	  with	  federal,	  state	  and	  local	  laws	  regarding	  individuals	  
with	  disabilities.	  	  In	  that	  regard,	  Moravian	  College	  will	  support	  those	  students	  with	  disabilities	  who	  
require	  the	  assistance	  of	  a	  service,	  support	  or	  assistance	  animal.	  	  The	  purpose	  of	  this	  policy	  is	  to	  
establish	  guid
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The	  student	  should	  provide	  this	  information	  to	  the	  ASC	  at	  least	  two	  (2)	  weeks	  before	  the	  housing	  
selection	  or	  housing	  registration	  deadline.	  	  If	  the	  need	  for	  the	  service	  animal	  arises	  after	  the	  student	  
is	  already	  placed	  in	  housing	  for	  the	  year,	  the	  student	  should	  provide	  the	  information	  to	  the	  ASC	  at	  
least	  thirty	  (30)	  days	  prior	  to	  the	  date	  the	  student	  would	  like	  to	  bring	  the	  animal	  to	  the	  residence	  
hall.	  	  Students	  making	  requests	  after	  housing	  has	  already	  been	  selected	  should	  note	  that	  even	  if	  the	  
animal	  is	  approved,	  Moravian	  will	  make	  all	  reasonable	  efforts	  to	  accommodate	  the	  request	  on	  a	  
prompt	  basis.	  
	  	  	  
Procedures	  to	  have	  an	  Assistance	  or	  Support	  Animal	  in	  College	  Housing	  
Documentation	  of	  the	  need	  for	  an	  assistance	  or	  support	  animal	  should	  be	  sent	  to	  the	  ASC	  to	  the	  
attention	  of	  the	  Assistant	  Director.	  	  	  
	  
If	  training	  has	  been	  provided,	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  assistance/support	  animal	  certification	  form	  or	  ID	  card	  
from	  the	  agency	  or	  organization	  that	  provided	  the	  training	  should	  also	  be	  provided	  by	  the	  training	  
agency	  or	  organization.	  If	  the	  animal	  is	  trained	  by	  the	  owner	  or	  another	  private	  individual,	  a	  brief
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Mailing	  Address	   Fax	   E-‐Mail	  

Assistant	  Director	  of	  
Academic	  &	  Disability	  
Support	  	  
1200	  Main	  Street	  
Bethlehem,	  PA	  18018	  

610-‐625-‐7877	   disabilitysupport@moravian.edu	  

	  The	  student	  should	  provide	  this	  documentation	  to	  the	  ASC	  at	  least	  two	  (2)	  weeks	  before	  the	  
housing	  selection	  or	  housing	  registration	  deadline.	  	  If	  the	  need	  for	  the	  assistance/support	  animal	  
arises	  after	  the	  student	  is	  already	  placed	  in	  housing	  for	  the	  year,	  the	  student	  should	  provide	  the	  
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suitemates	  do	  not	  approve,	  either	  the	  owner	  and	  animal	  or	  the	  non-‐approving	  roommates	  or	  
suitemates,	  as	  determined	  by	  HEM,	  may	  be	  moved	  to	  a	  different	  location.	  
	  
	  Conflicts	  
Allergies	  and	  fear	  of	  dogs	  are	  not	  valid	  reasons	  for	  excluding	  a	  service	  animal	  from	  the	  campus	  or	  
residence	  hall.	  
	  	  
A	  person	  who	  expects	  to	  come	  into	  contact	  with	  the	  assistance	  animal	  frequently,	  and	  who	  has	  
medical	  condition(s)	  that	  are	  affected	  by	  animals,	  is	  asked	  to	  contact	  the	  ASC	  if	  he	  or	  she	  has	  health	  
or	  safety	  related	  concerns.	  The	  individual	  will	  be	  asked	  to	  provide	  medical	  documentation	  that	  
identifies	  the	  condition(s),	  and	  will	  allow	  a	  determination	  to	  be	  made	  as	  to	  whether	  the	  condition	  is	  
disabling	  and	  whether	  there	  is	  a	  need	  for	  an	  accommodation.	  
	  	  
ASC	  and	  HEM	  will	  resolve	  any	  conflict	  in	  a	  timely	  manner.	  Staff	  members	  will	  consider	  the	  
conflicting	  needs	  and/or	  accommodations	  of	  all	  persons	  involved.	  
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responding	  to	  the	  behavior.	  	  A	  potential	  consequence,	  when	  appropriate,	  may	  be	  excluding	  the	  
animal	  from	  the	  College.	  
	  	  
Damage	  
The	  owner	  is	  solely	  responsible	  for	  any	  damage	  to	  persons	  or	  College	  property	  caused	  by	  the	  
animal.	  	  The	  owner	  is	  responsible	  for	  any	  expense	  incurred	  for	  cleaning	  above	  and	  beyond	  a	  
standard	  cleaning	  or	  for	  repairs	  to	  College	  premises	  that	  are	  assessed	  after	  the	  student	  and	  animal	  
vacate	  the	  residence.	  
	  	  
Moravian	  College	  is	  not	  responsible	  for	  loss,	  damage	  to,	  or	  death	  of	  the	  animal.	  
	  	  
Requirements	  for	  Moravian	  College	  Community	  Members	  
	  
Members	  of	  the	  Moravian	  College	  community	  are	  required	  to	  abide	  by	  the	  following	  practices:	  

• They	  are	  to	  allow	  the	  service	  animal	  to	  accompany	  its	  owner	  at	  all	  times	  and	  in	  all	  places	  on	  
campus,	  except	  where	  animals	  are	  specifically	  prohibited.	  

• They	  are	  not	  to	  touch	  or	  pet	  a	  service	  animal	  unless	  invited	  to	  do	  so.	  
• They	  are	  not	  to	  feed	  a	  service	  animal.	  
• They	  are	  not	  to	  deliberately	  startle	  a	  service	  animal.	  
• They	  are	  not	  to	  separate	  or	  to	  attempt	  to	  separate	  an	  owner	  from	  their	  service	  animal.	  
• They	  are	  not	  to	  inquire	  for	  details	  about	  the	  owner’s	  disability.	  The	  nature	  of	  a	  person’s	  

disability	  is	  a	  private	  matter.	  
	  

Violation	  of	  this	  P
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Support	  Animal	  Contract	  
	  
Per	  the	  Fair	  Housing	  Act,	  Moravian	  College	  provides	  reasonable	  accommodations	  for	  support	  
animals	  (i.e.,	  an	  emotional	  support	  animal)	  in	  the	  residence	  halls.	  	  	  
	  
The	  person	  qualifies	  for	  a	  reasonable	  accommodation	  if:	  

(1) The	  person	  has	  a	  documented	  disability	  with	  the	  Academic	  Support	  Center	  
(2) The	  animal	  is	  necessary	  to	  afford	  the	  person	  with	  a	  disability	  an	  equal	  opportunity	  to	  use	  

and	  enjoy	  the	  residence	  halls	  
(3) There	  is	  an	  identifiable	  relationship	  between	  the	  disability	  and	  the	  assistance	  the	  animal	  

provides.	  
Individuals	  using	  support	  animals	  are	  only	  allowed	  within	  the	  residence	  halls.	  	  The	  College	  will	  not	  




